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to no prophecy, yet the progress of affairs have brought it to pass, and I have seen Providence, who suffered, for the correction of this nation, the sword to govern and devour us, has at last brought destruction by the sword, upon the head of most of the party who first drew it
If, together with the brief account of what concern I had in the active part of the war, I leave behind me some of my own remarks and observations, it may be pertinent enough to my design, and not unuseful to posterity.
1. I observed, by the sequel of things, that it maybe some excuse to the first parliament, who began this war, to say that they manifested their designs were not aimed at the monarchy, nor then quarrel at the person of the king; because, when they had him in their power, though against his will, they would have restored both his person and dignity as a king, only loading it with such clogs of the people's power as they at first pretended to, viz, the militia, and power of naming the great officers at court, and the like, which powers, it was never denied, had been stretched too far in the beginning of this king's reign, and several things done illegally, which his majesty had been sensible of, and was willing to rectify, but they having obtained the power by victory, resolved so to secure themselves, as that, whenever they laid down their arms, the king should not be able to do the like again, and thus far they were not to be so much blamed, and we did not, on oui own part, blame them, when they had obtained the power, foi parting with it on good terms
But when I have thus far advocated for the enemies, I must be very fiee to state the crimes of this bloody war, by the events of it It is manifest there were among them, fiom the beginning, a party who aimed at the veiy root of the government, and at the very thing which they brought to pass, viz,, the deposing and muidenng of then sovereign, and, as the devil is always master wheie mischief is the work, this party prevailed, tuined the other out of doots, and ovciturned all that little honesty that might be in the fust beginning of this unhappy strife
The consequence of this was, the presbyterians saw their error when it was too late, and then would gladly have joined the royal piu ty, to have suppressed this new leaven, winch had infected the lump, and this is very remarkable, that most of the first cliampions of this war, who bore the brunt of it